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2013 UNITED STATES NEW ZEALAND PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP FORUM
FUTURE PARTNERS PROGRAMME
Application Pack
Introduction
The US NZ Pacific Partnership Forum, to be held in Washington, DC from 19 to 21 May 2013, will bring together around 200 game-changing thought leaders from government, business, the media and non-profit organizations in a global dialogue. With a strong focus on business and public policy in the Asia Pacific region, it will combine innovative presentations, off-the record discussions and outstanding networking opportunities as well as tangible examples of what’s next. 
This fifth Partnership Forum marks a continuation of the series of highly successful events initiated in 2006 and last held in Christchurch in 2011.  The 2013 event aims to be bigger in scope and will incorporate a larger and more diverse group of participants. 

The Future Partners programme is a component of the Partnership Forum and a collaboration between the NZ US Council, the US NZ Council and Fulbright NZ. Its purpose is to enable a diverse group of emerging American and New Zealand leaders to participate fully and contribute actively to the discussion in the Partnership Forum.  Their participation will encourage diversity of view and new thinking at the event, as well as assist a new generation of leadership to develop interest in global issues and in the NZ-US relationship, as well as gain new insights and connections. 

20 places will be offered to New Zealand participants holding New Zealand residence or citizenship in the age range 20-30 years who may be either studying or working in either New Zealand or the United States. Of these 20 places, up to 10 places will be reserved for current or former Fulbright grantees including those studying in the United States.
Selection 
Individuals who wish to apply to participate in the Future Partners Programme must complete the written application form below and submit it and a letter of reference by the closing date. A selection panel comprising representatives from Fulbright NZ, NZ US Council, US NZ Council, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the US Embassy will review the applications and make the final selection.  No interviews will be called for. 
Candidates will be selected according to their past experience and future plans and their ability to participate in the discussion of issues at the Forum. 
The desirable attributes we are looking for in Future Partners include: 

· strong interpersonal skills – those who respectfully engage in thoughtful discussion, are likeable and are articulate;
· strong ambassadorial qualities – those who will represent their country well, and want to make a positive contribution to their country and NZ-US relations in the longer term;

· passion, and desire to learn and expand horizons;

· confidence to speak up, ask questions, initiate conversation and embrace every component of the Forum; 

· leadership qualities; and
· action-oriented and committed to getting things done.

Award Conditions

The US NZ Council will meet the costs of registration at the Forum and accommodation at the Washington Grand Hyatt (in twin share rooms) for the duration of the Forum (from the evening of 19 May to the morning of 22 May).  Most meals will be provided and taken at the Forum.  Costs incurred outside the Forum event and Future Partner programme will need to be met personally by participants.

For participants resident in New Zealand, you must have a current valid New Zealand passport. The New Zealand Government will provide transport to and from Washington DC by RNZAF flight.   The flight will make a stop in Los Angeles on the return to New Zealand and participants may be invited to participate in the programme arranged by the New Zealand Consulate-General.  
For participants resident in the United States or elsewhere, costs of transport to/from Washington DC will need to be met personally.

All participants will need to arrange and pay for their own travel insurance.

New Zealand participants will be also be required to share their perspectives on the event in writing and, if resident in New Zealand, at a seminar in Wellington sometime after their return.

If asked, you must be willing to fulfil some media requirements before, during or after the Partnership Forum. 
Letter of Reference
Your application must be accompanied by a letter of reference. Provide the following information to your referee:
1. Letters should be written on letterhead where possible, and must include the name of referee, position, work address, telephone and email address. Also include the name of the applicant, how long you have known him/her and in what capacity.
2. Provide an evaluation of the applicant’s intellectual/academic ability, organizational skills and self-reliance/initiative. Also comment on his/her interpersonal skills, ambassadorial qualities, leadership qualities and potential. Outline a weakness.  
3. Provide particular reasons why you think the applicant should be selected for the Future Partner programme and how you think the experience will benefit the applicant.

Submit your reference letter before 2 April to Fulbright New Zealand.
Email to kara@fulbright.org.nz; Post to PO Box 3465, Wellington 6140, New Zealand; Courier to Level 8, 120 Featherston Street, Wellington, New Zealand; or Fax to +64 4 499 5364.
For assistance telephone +64 4 472 2065.


Timetable
2 April 2013
Applications close.
17 April 
Selection committee chooses the participants. 
22 April 
Applicants notified of the results.

Preparations begin for selected participants, including award documentation.
17 May 2013
RNZAF Flight to Washington, DC for NZ-based participants.

US-based participants travel to Washington, DC.

19 – 22 May 2013
Future Partner Programme and US NZ Pacific Partnership Forum.
About the NZ US Council – www.nzuscouncil.com 

The NZ US Council is a non partisan body funded by both business and the Government to promote New Zealand’s broader relationship with the US.   Two way trade with the US is valued at over $8 billion and the US is a leading source of investment, innovation and business ideas. 

About the US NZ Council – www.usnzcouncil.org 

The US-NZ Council is a private non-profit organisation founded in 1986 and headquartered in Washington DC.  Its mission is to foster and strengthen United States-New Zealand relations through enhanced communications, encouraging the expansion of trade and commercial ties, and facilitating cultural exchanges between the two countries.  The Council works closely with the US business community with interests in New Zealand, and maintains close contacts with officials of both governments and New Zealand’s Washington Embassy. 

About Fulbright New Zealand – www.fulbright.org.nz
Fulbright New Zealand was established in 1948 to promote mutual understanding through educational and cultural exchanges between New Zealand and the United States of America. The Fulbright programme offers a range of prestigious awards for New Zealand and American graduate students, academics, artists and professionals to study, research and teach in each other’s countries. The programme is mainly funded by the US and New Zealand governments, with additional funding from award sponsors and donors.
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2013 UNITED STATES NEW ZEALAND PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP FORUM
FUTURE PARTNERS PROGRAMME
Application Form

1. Full name:


2. Date of Birth:


3. Current Address:


4. Contact Phone Numbers: 

5. Email address:


6. Are you a current Fulbright grantee or alumnus/alumna?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
7. Gender:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female
8. Which ethnic group(s) do you belong to? (Tick the box or boxes that apply to you)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Pākehā/European


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Māori

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Pacific

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Asian

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other 
(Please elaborate on specific ethnicity and/or iwi affiliation :)

     
9. 
Academic qualifications:      
10. Current Field of Study and/or Profession:      
11. Outline the reasons why you feel you should be selected to participate in the Future Partners Programme: (Up to 300 words)
     
12. Describe why you believe participating in the Future Partners Programme will be beneficial, and outline what you can contribute to the Programme: (Up to 300 words)
     
13. What are your expectations for your future? (Up to 200 words)
     
Before signing, please tick/check each box below to confirm you have read, understood and complied with the following:

·  FORMCHECKBOX 
 I understand that the information given in my application will be used solely for the purpose of assessing my application and I assent to the information contained in this application being made available to selection committee members and relevant staff in the organisations involved with the Partnership Forum.
·  FORMCHECKBOX 
 I am a New Zealand citizen or Permanent Resident.

·  FORMCHECKBOX 
 I understand all the conditions of this award as set forth in the Application Pack and promise to abide by these conditions should I be offered a place in the Future Partners programme.
·  FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have arranged for a letter of reference to be submitted.

·  FORMCHECKBOX 
 The information given in this application is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge.

Signature of applicant:


Date:


Submit your application (by email or post or fax) to Fulbright New Zealand no later than 5:00pm on 2 April (New Zealand Time). Also ensure that your referee has submitted his/her reference letter no later than 2 April.
E-mail

kara@fulbright.org.nz
Post

PO Box 3465, Wellington 6140, New Zealand
Courier
Level 8, 120 Featherston Street, Wellington, New Zealand

Telephone
+64 4 472 2065
Fax

+64 4 499 5364
For further assistance telephone +64 4 472 2065.
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